Maricopa County Regional School Readiness Partnerships
	About


	Five regional school readiness partnerships have been convened in Maricopa County.  Valley of the Sun United Way is the lead agency, convener, coordinator and fiduciary agent for four of the five including the South/Central, North Central, Eastern and Western Maricopa County Regional School Readiness Partnerships.  Each partnership is an independent and multi-sector partnership supported by VSUW to increase awareness and build capacity of each region to provide opportunities to children ages 0-5.

Mesa United Way is the lead organization, convener, facilitator and fiduciary agent for the Mesa region known as the East Valley Youth and Family Partnership.



	Vision
	All VSUW partnerships have embraced the vision that “All Children in Arizona Start School Safe, Healthy, and Ready to Succeed” and adopted it as their own.



	Mission
	Each Partnership has defined its own unique mission.



	Why?
	When it comes to Arizona’s children we rank:

· 39th in overall child well-being
· 36th in children living in poverty

We have:
· 40% of children living in families where no parent has full-time or year-round employment

· 40% of children living in single family homes

· 75.2% of Arizona’s children are immunized*

Source:  2008 KIDS COUNT Data Book, the Annie E. Casey Foundation, Baltimore, Maryland.

According to Perry Pre-School Longitudinal Study, every $1 invested in quality early care and education saves more than $17 in future costs associated with remedial education, delinquent behavior and other public support services.

Best Practice research supports the establishment of a coordinated systems approach to community change on behalf of children.

* Arizona’s immunization rate in 2007 (latest data available).  The national rate was 77.4.  This is based on the 4:3:1:3:3:1 series, which AZ requires.


	How?
	Each Partnership has completed a comprehensive community assessment which serves to inform us of assets and gaps in the region and guide in the development of regional strategic plans which are used to seek funding opportunities in the regions.



	Where?
	Western:                                                                                  North Central:
2nd Thursday of every month                                                    1st Wednesday of every month.                                                       
9:30 am – 11:00 am                                                                  9:30 am – 11:00 am                                                  
Arizona Literacy and Learning Center                                     Rio Salado College Lifelong Learning Center        
14001 N. 7th St. Building F, Suite 112, Phoenix, AZ               12535 Smokey Drive, Surprise, AZ  85374           
South/Central:                                                                        Eastern:                                                                                                                                    
3rd Thursday of every month                                                    4th Wednesday of every month                    
8:30 am – 10:00 am                                                                  8:30 am – 10:30 am
Valley of the Sun United Way                                                 Chandler Community Center
1515 E. Osborn Rd., Phoenix
                                        125 E. Commonwealth Ave., Chandler, AZ


